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Economic empowerment and Indigenous preferential treatment

The main purpose for Indigenous preferential procurement policy and programs (IPPPs) in Australia
is to stimulate the Indigenous business sector and grow Indigenous economic participation. Whilst a
laudable goal, gaining empirical insights into the real-life impact of IPPPs is almost impossible
without a baseline of the Indigenous business sector. This presentation will first share the work of
the Dilin Duwa Centre for indigenous Business Leadership to establish a national Indigenous
business data infrastructure in partnership with Indigenous business data custodians and the
Australian Bureau of Statistics. Second, Dr Evans will outline commencing Australian Research
Council funded research for evaluating IPPPs both qualitatively and quantitatively.
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